Social Activities

& Events Calendar

April | May | June 2026

') TransitCare

Townsville

Welcome to the April-dJune 2026 calendar of activities and events for
TransitCare Townsville and surrounding areas.

Monday 13 April

Tam — Tpm

‘Venue

Stuart Hotel

‘ Description

Members Monthly Lunch
— Cost includes pick up and drop off transport
— Food and drinks at your own cost

Try your luck in the raffle!

‘ Cost

$15

Monday 20 April

Tam — Tpm

Bohle Barn

Lunch Outing
Join us at Bohle Barn where the slow-cooked and
smoked meats are a favourite!

— Cost includes pick up and drop off

— Food and drinks at your own cost

$15

Monday 11 May

1Tam — Tpm

Dalrymple Hotel

Members Monthly Lunch
— Cost includes pick up and drop off
— Food and drinks at your own cost
Try your luck in the raffle!

$15

Monday 18 May

9.30am — 11.30am

Wounded Heroes

Morning Tea

We'll visit the new Wounded Heroes Australia Veteran
Centre which supports veteran services. Browse the
op shop and enjoy morning tea at Jim’s café.

— Cost includes pick up and drop off
— Food and drinks at your own cost

$15

Monday 1June

Tam — Tpm

Bushland Beach
Tavern

Members Monthly Lunch
— Cost includes pick up and drop off
— Food and drinks at your own cost
Try your luck in the raffle!

$15

Monday 15 June

9.30am — 3pm

Rollingstone
Hotel and Frosty
Mango

Social day outing
Join us for a delicious lunch at a country pub at
Rollingstone, then enjoy ice cream treats at Frosty
Mango where you can also buy fresh flowers!

— Cost includes pick up and drop off

— Food and drinks at your own cost

$20

Bookings - To book your spot at a social event please call 07 4774 5497. You will need a referral from My
Aged Care for social support group. Please note that spofs fill up quickly so book early!

Event reminders - Please put the event in your calendar after you book! One week before your trip we will
send you a text message to confirm your attendance.

Cancellations - If you need to cancel you must tell us at least 48 hours

before your activity, or we may need to charge you the full cost. This
helps us to cover the cost of any tickets purchased in advance.
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Meet a Member - Alain Pirard

| was born in 1951 in Leverville, in what was Belgian Congo, a town built by Lever & Kitchen
(now Unilever), the town was named after the company. They had over 80,000 hectares of
palm oil plantations and produced Sunlight soap and margarine. Fun fact for trivia night -
margarine was created on orders from Napoleon Bonaparte as a butter substitute. You're
welcome.

| went to boarding school in Lisala at the top of the Congo River’s great horseshoe bend. It was
a 2-day trip by paddleboat and the kids prayed for the boat to get stuck on the many
sandbanks in the Congo so we could have extra days off school - kids haven’t changed. The
Congo is huge, wide and shallow. In some places it is so wide you couldn’t see the other
riverbank. In 1959 Congo gained independence and became Zaire and overnight 85,000
Belgians had to leave. Belgium couldn’t cope with such an influx of expats and the situation
was bleak.

In 1960 dad got a job in Colombia to help establish the first palm oil plantation in South America. Life was very isolated,
just mum & dad, my sister and myself, the extended family were in Europe. No radio or TV, and a hot humid climate like
Townsville. Most of my schooling was by correspondence from a French institute, it was good but boring, no school
mates or games, and with mum supervising, she watched that clock like a hawk 9am to 3pm, not a minute early. When
we were released, we’d bolt out to the stable, saddle up and off we went to explore, and generally get into mischief. After
several years we moved to a plantation near the Venezuelan border, then moved again to Cali, Columbia. This time dad
hired a Hercules plane and put the horse, dogs, macaws, cat and all the furniture in it. People thought it was a circus. In
30 years of marriage my parents moved 31 times.

At 15, | started making furniture, and with dad’s help it grew into a small business. After a while dad got a contract from
the Columbian government to import 30 buffalo from Trinidad and Tobago. While in Trinidad | visited the Australian High
Commission and got forms fo migrate to Australia. | met an Aussie teacher working at the Universidad del Valle and she
told me more about Australia, | was hooked. She helped me with the forms and | landed in Sydney, Australia in April 1972.

| started at Fergusson Transformers, assembling transformers and building fibreglass boats, but soon headed north. Once
| saw Queensland’s cane fields, | knew | was home. | moved to Mt Isa, where | met my future wife. Like everyone in town, |
worked at Mt Isa Mines. Few people realise the size of the operation. The main cage travelled at 50km/h carried 180
people, and used the same power the town used, to make a round trip to 22nd level and back to the surface. A city
operated underground, graders, tip trucks, huge conveyor belts, workshops, crib-rooms. It took 45min to travel 17km
underground to get to my work site. | operated boring machines, which bore a shaft vertically, up to 6m (approx. 20°) in
diameter.

Health reasons forced me to leave the mines, and our 2 sons were living in Townsville so that’s where we went. We
bought a property at Hervey Range and lived there for many years. Sadly our 48yr marriage ended 3yrs ago. | recently
sold the property and moved down to Townsville. That's my story for now but who knows what’s around the corner. Alain.

Out and about in Townsville

We hope you enjoy these snaps from our recent social activities!
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